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Looking for a great American road trip in the Pacific Northwest?
You're in luck. U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Rodney
Slater this week announced three new All-American Roads, billed as the
creme de la creme of driving trips. And this time, all three are in Oregon or

Historic Columbia
River Highway, Oregon

» Miles: 38

» Driving time: 1 hour

» Description: Patterned after the great river roads of Germany,
this historic route 15 miles east of Portland offers some of the Pacific
Northwesl's most spectacular
river views as it follows the
mighty Columbia through the
‘Cascade Mountains.

The two-lane road hugs the
basalt bluffs overlooking the
river and curves by 20 road-
side waterfalls, the largest
concentration outside of
Yosemite National Park.
More than 2 million visitors a
year flock to 620-foot Muit-
nomah Falls, second highest
in the USA. Nearly as many
come for the many hiking
trails along the route. A his-
toric landmark, the highway
was built in 1913, the dream
of a local heir to a railroad
fortune, and was the first
paved road in the Northwest.
Today only two sections are
driveable, but federal and state officials hope to reconnect them, turn-
ing the remnants of the old road in between into a biking and hiking -
path.

» Best season: May and June, when foliage 15 the most lush. The
road occasionally closes after Winter ice storms.

» Fees: None for the road. But, as of this year there s'a $3—per-car
charge to use some hiking trails.

» Information: Columbia River Gorge National Scenjc Area, 541-
386-2333.
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Marvelous waterfalls: The Histortc Columbia River
Highway curves around 20 watertalls, the largest
concentration outside of Yosemite National Park. The
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Washlngton state. USA TODAY’s Gene Sloan takes a look.

Mather Memorial
Parkway, Washington

» Miles: 85

» Driving time: About 2 hours

» Description: Breathtaking views of 14,411-foot Mount Rainier
abound on this historic route through the Cascade Mountains of
Washington. The brainchild of conservationist Stephen Mather, first
director of the National Park Service, the parkway winds around
the majestic peak past glaciers, canyons, waterfalls and lakes, fol-
lowing Route 410
from the town of
Enumclaw near
Puget Sound to Nach-
es, the gateway of the
Yakima Valley. Along
the way, visitors pass
through fwo national
forests, home to old-
growth stands of Dou-
glas fir and pon- Crysta!
derosa pines and Mountal
abundant wildlife °
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. ofirees and cliffs carved by the American River..

» Best season: Late May to late October, when the entire route is
open, Portions of the road in Mount Rainier National Park close

‘during winter due to heavy snow.

» Fees: None.
» Information: Yakima Chamber of Commerce, 509-248-2021.



